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The imares of diva and Visnu are believed to correspond 
to a group of bronze sculptures of Hindu gods wearing typical 
Hindu attires and adorned with ornaments. Jome of these seup- 


tures are currently on display in the National Museum at 


The important monument in this Tyevalai, Devälaya, temible | 
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their tases only zs in sight. The remaining one in the north ig 
ig adorned with stuccoed relief depicting the skaryxaixkhextuddhax 
stories of the Buddha like those at a Prasat at wt Mahäthat at 

A 1 
ropburilProvinee and at Pallial Prasaf at Angkor, In addition there 
are stuccocd reliefs depicting deities of Hinduism, such as an imare 
of Yimnu diva and an imare of Brahma. These help confirm the : 
evpuosition that around the 13th Cen. A.D. communities in Sukh- 
othai had cultural contact with ZWmers in the reign of Jaya- 


varman Vil and were also associated with a toun under the Khmer 
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hape ith every £ sloping side decorated with superimposed re- 


ceding porches which are similar to those of Kutkut CHedi in 


morinse for enshrining the stuccoed imagext of the Buddha. 
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Thee has been a general impression about Valmiki 
Ramayana-the origin of the story of Shri Ram-that it project 
him as great human personality which became more a history 
as the great poet was also a contemporary of his unparalleled 
hero. On the other hand, it is also believed that Shri Ram 


has been projected in Ramayana of Goswami Tulsi Das 35 «nx 
incarnation of supreme God. 


With these two impressions, 
a-definite. conclusion has been made that Shri Ram as great 
ideal in human form could better inspire human beings than 

in the form of God incarnated as the God is to be worshiped 
and not to be followed. There is nog denying ¿“fact that the 
underlying message of Valmiki's Ramayana speaks of Shri Ram 
as a great idealist and still'greater human personality who 
translated his idealism and principles into actions in day 

to day liferthus became ah all-time example of truth i.e. an 
embodiment of Dharma "Ramo Vigrahavan Dharmah", In spite of 
this great message of his xamayana, Sage Valmiki reminds the 
readers on several occasions who Shri Ram was - the Almighty : 
God himself, Therefore, separation of his divinity from his 
great humanism is not at all needed - as the two intermingled 
and entwined make them one and the whole entity-the personality 
of “greatest of the great Shri Ram, 


^ 


On intellactual plane one may think that he or she has 
nothing to do with the divinity or godhead of Shri Ram and 
iwi inspiration to be taken from his ideal deeds is more than 
enough, Though it sounds well and even convincing but the most 
important message of Ramayana is far beyond. When there is 
an incarnation of Go, it has a specific mission or purpose 
of its own to teach others through his ideal deeds what God 
expects from human beings. He sets human example at the level 
of ‘highest x peaks of ‘high’ Himalayas to expect others to climb 
them as high as they can. But the human being is by and large 
weak by nature and lacks -in courage Cannot clim such heights 
ES hiy own, takes help from God, necessary auxin devine power 
by praying and surrendering. And it surely works provided 
there is sincerely and genuineness based on simplicity of 
heart. Impossible becomes possible . Here divinity becomes 
relevant when a person - a devotee, concious of his limits needs. 
the help and protection: of Limitless. ; 


That is the reason why Valmiki as well as Tulsi Das depict 
Ram as God Almighty as well as a great human idealist. This 
4s also a purpose of divine incarnation where a greatest of 
g great human being’ cannot be separated from his original 
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eternal elementx i.e. the Godhead. One inspires and other provides 
necessary strength to fullfil it. In Valmiki Ramayana many 

events and also the various gods speak dozens of times the supreme 
Godhead of Shri Ram whereas Saint Tulsi Das in addition to its 
himself reminds hundred of times about the Supreme divinity of 

his Supreme Master, It would not be out of context to mention 

that Valmiki of Treta Yug himself incarnated in the form of Tulsi 
pas to sing Ramkatha again with the aim of wash bff the sins of 

the wicked persons of Kaliyugs This truth was first revealed by 

an accomplished saint Nabha Das, also a contemporary of saint 

Tulsi Dag, in his immortal volume Bhaktamal in which many undis= 
closed stories, mystries and miracles dealing with divine attain- 
ments of various saints including Tulsi Das, have been made 

known for the first time, 


The divine hint in beginning 
Infact, Valmiki Ramayana £ is full of ‘divinity of Shri Ram 
from beginning to end. A couple of lines of the very first | 
sloka)-speaks amply clear about the supreme godhead of Shri Ram. 
when it saysi= _ 


, Ram destroys all the vices of Kaliyug.: Therefore we 
“ should salute Mim. Even most fierceful snake of death 
also remains fearful of Ram, 


The third sloka also supports the truth by sayings- 
PEL RÍAS SOT TTT 57588757 | 

TÍA ca fugi faya HF | 
Even Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva in charge of the whole 


creation on a their respective roles, are just inseparable part 
of Shri Ram, 


The Ramkatha (Story of Shri Ram) had its origin in de 
divine realm, as said in this sloka i- 
sar 1 5 EÊ | 
mr rifa 5 TITRE || 
That house becomes holy tirth” (place of pilgrimage) where - 


in Ram Katha is recited every day and there the sins of even 
wicked persons are destroyed. 
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Another sloka speaks about the truth that when all sins of 
a person accumulated from previous births come to an end, then 
only intense love for Ramayana is developed. 


Incarnation of Lord Vishnu 

There is a clear mention in Valmiki Ramayana that J Lord 
Vishnu assured various gods on their request to vanish ARE 
“from the earth because of their brutal assaults on thousands of 
saints and sages, that He will take birth in four forms (brothers) 
as sons of king Dashratha. | i 


In the same context He also assured that He shall rule 
over the world for eleven thousand yearse 


Hanuman's introduction of Ram to Ravan 
As Hanuman ji knew the absolute divinity of Shri Ram, he 
told this truth to Ravan and asked him to release Sita ji or face | 
consequences of destruction of his whole clan, Hanuman ji saysi- 
"Shri Ram is eapable enough in finishing the whole creation 
and mx&xiixy again creating a new one", 


He also reminds Ravana that Shri Ram is equal to lord Vishnu 
in valour and xif£m vigor. There is no one da wore oth gods; demons, 
human beings, animals, birds and other living beings who could 

EA be "With hd o After committing wi such a crime against Shri 
Ram (abducting Sita ji) it is impossible for you to live any longerd 
Even four.headed Lord Brahma, three-eyed Lord no and also the 


la 
king of gods Indra cannot stay befote. Shri Ram in a ware" 


Episode of Parasuram 

^ prior to this, placas of Parasuram ji proved the supreme 
divinity of Shri Ram beyond doubt. In Tulsi Ramayana Parasuram ji 
appears just after the breaking of the Shcixakta Shiva's oy by Shri 


Cos ts Lol RJ rp 
Ram » a condition put up Dy Res father king Janak for mann 


antes Sita jt. While An Valmiki Ramayaaa Parasuram صقت‎ on the 
scene on “way back to Ayodhya by Shri Ram, Sita ji, Lakshman ji 

and others, Without being concious of the supra divine status 

of Shri Ram, Parasuram ji made many egoistic "Üstatements and even 
challenged him to make himself worthy of fighting against him 
providsÁ-he coña Elx arrow on the bow of Lord Vishnu being x in 
his possession. Upon hearing it, Shri Ram in no times forcibly 
snatched the bow as it was the limit of insults inflicted on him, 
He tolerated up to the point because of elderly presence of his 


father PSB ang also.Guru Vash and Guru Vishwamitra 
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Now Shri Ram said angrily - "Well, see my vigor and 
velour. I have been toleratingÍto this extent only because 
of your being a Brahman and also a friend of my Guru Vishwamitra, 
I will still not use this sure killer arrow against you but it xii 
will certainly take way all ME divine powers gained after 
severe penance,disrestricting y movements to various lokas 
i.e. worlds, The arrow after fixing upon the bow, cannot 
remain ineffective. It has to hit a target." 


Parasuram was amaged to the extent that he became | 
motionless for a while and his divine power in “form of a 
bright light came out from his body aná entered into the divine 
body of Shri Rams Parasuram spoke at last t= 

"No doubt, you are Lord Vishnu w the killer of demon Madhu” 


The knowledge of Dashrath about Shri Ram 

Sometime after reaching Ayodhya, king Dashratha decided 
to make Shri Ram crown prince of his vast kingdom. Special 
virtues of Shri Ram were narrated at the time - "All the four 
sons of king Dashrath like his own four arms were Very dear to 
him, One of them, Shri Ram because of his many qualities was 
more loving. One more reason - he was eternal Vishnu personified 
amo-incarned. with a resolve, on the request of gods, to km kill 

great monster Ravaná‏ سر 


Ram embodiments of Dharma 

Shri Ram alone killed fourteen thousand demons including 
their chieftains - Khar and Dushan in an encounter whom Ravan 
considered as equals to him in valour and atrength,. Could this 
be ever possible by even bravest o£ brave person? That proves 


beyond doubt the supernatural powers of Shri Ram, 


In another at episode, Mareech tried his best to pursuade 
Ravan to end enemity with Shri Ram when Later came to him with 
a request to-imitate -himsel£—in- the form of a golden deer xa 
so that Sita ji gets attracted towards him for most beautiful 
skin. Thus she would request Shri Ram to kill him for her and 
during the process he: (Ravan) will try to abduct Sita ji with 


his own deceptive xppax. appearance in—£orm of.a monke. : 


) ` 
Mareech had already. tasted: the effectiveness of Shri 
Ram's arrow x thrown. hundreds: of miles away in. a sea by a single 
shot, So he told X Rayan very clearly that the_moment Shri Ram 
a ma a Am + at v^ 


- C02 4. ~ 
will look angrily towards you = م‎ your life will come: 
to an end. He himself could remain alive inspite of the hitting 
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So 


of Shri Ram's deadly arrow because later did not want to 


kill him, Since then he has been seeing Shri Ram everywhere 
and in every objecte 


Mareech further reveals in two lines his correct 
= À 
knowledge of “divine virtues of Shri Ram and Sita ji when he 
says in 37th Sarga of Aranya Kand 1> 
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“Ram is Dharma incarnate saint and truthful. He is 
ruler of the whole world as Indra of gods. How do you intend 
to take away his consort Sita by force? Can anybody take away 
brillaince £rom the Sun? ¡She is well protected by her own 
spiritual power." : 


Shri Ram speaks of himself a 

There is very interesting episode in Ramayana about 
crossing over-of Vibhishan to the sds Cats age after Ravan 
kicked his brother out of Lanka, When the news flashed. about 
the impending surrender, Sugriva, the chief of the monkey 
army had his own doubts about the genuineness of his case. 
When Shri + came to know his mind he told Surgiva in clear 
terms “O king of monkeys, Vibhishan may be a villain or a saint, 
could ever these demons harm me in a slightest possible manner?" 


: He further adds - “Whenever I want, I can kill all the 
demons and semidemons like Pishach, Rakchhas, Yaksha’ etc. just 


- 


by a tip of my finger. 


He continues "May he be Vibhishan or Ravan himself, let 
him come, I have pardoned him alreadys". 


In this context he spoke of his eternal vow to pardon 
and protect 4 person for ever who surrenders and just says to 
me "I am yours," I make him fealess among all living. beings 

apa grea Taff a am tao 
3Î gd ml 


a 


These words of shri Ram though spoken in. human form 
actually speak} of basic characterstic of God Himself. . His 
devotees and dependents elwayskemember this vow full of 
divine grace and kindness.for getting inspiration and inner 


strength. and thereby feeling reassured and protected. . ee 
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There are many episodes connected with the battle 
of Lanka which clearly speak of the divinity of Shri Ram. 
But there are some which creat confusion and doubt if viewed 1 
in pieces without full reference_and-proper context m fa dia 


Nu sje "e, Dun fa ^ Alen 
7a > orirepeated: jn-e£—Shri—Rarm when Re Q— 2... 


responds to praises showered on him by various gods mentioning 


nis divine origin and forme | Shri Ram Gays jr 2s 
+1 
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"O gods| I consider myself a human being - 8 of 
Dashrathe What I am and from where I have come, you may 
better tell me," 


Lord Brahma speaks of Ram's divinity 

In this connection many scholars: blissfully miss the 
¡Statement —of truth narrated by Lord Brahma in 19 slokas . 
proving thereby that Ram is supreme God Vishnu, keeper of 
Sudarshan Chakra with no beginning and no end. He had 
incarnated in the form of fish, boar, Vaman and Krishna. He 
nimself is Lord Vishnu and his wife Sita is Lakshmá. He is «= 
creater and destryoer of the universe. Lord Brahma further 
says that he is Ram's heart and Godess Saraswati-ii is his 
tongue, The whole universe does not exist without Rame' 


What Shri Ram said about his xax own human identity 
Goes not in any way contradict his reality. What else a 
person of highest qualities like him could have said about 
himself under the circumstances mentioned above. In fact 
all the great incarnations have revealed thére supreme divine 
identity only under AMA compelling circumstances > either 
with a view to gratify & genuine devotee Or a saint a to 
create à terrore in the hearts of wicked domons+ 


what to speak of Lord Brahma, emdodiment of Supreme 
knowledge, even the wife of the enemy Ravana, Mandodari, was 
aware of Shri Ram's supreme divinity. She narrates the 
relevant truth while crying over the dead body of her husband 
.in the battlefield. 
E — 


LL 


she says in Yudhakanda t= 
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"Assuming a human semblances prompted as He was by the aus“ 
desire to do good to all the worlds and surrounded by all 
the gods, wno had taken the form of (so many) monkeys + evidently 
the celebrated Lora Vishnu of unfailing prowess, the eternal 
Supreme Spirit, a great master of yoga: the gracious Ruler 
of all the (three) worlds, as well as their sustainer, wno 
has no beginning middle or end is supremely greater than 
the great and stands (eternally) beyond darkness (4gnorance) 
who carries & conch, a discus and a mace (on His person) au 
and XXX is distinguished bY the (mark of) Srivatsa ( a curi 
of white hair) on the breast. who is constantly endowed 
with fortune, is invincible, everlasting and perpetual, made 
short work of yous a terrible mm enemy of gods, along with 
the ogres who surrounded you, After subduing the senses 
(including the mind, the internal sense) (all) the three 
worlds were conquered by you (in the course of the 
austerities. praotised by.you) by the senses themselves , (who. 
have ceased to cooperate with you) as though they recollected 
their old grudge against you (occasioned by their disoomfituse 
at your hands), The moment your brother, Khara, was actually i 
killed by Shri Ram in Janasthana, even though surrounded by 
numerous ogress it became evident, thet Shri Ram was really 
no mortal.. (Nay) we. (all) felt perturbed. (about our future) 
the moment, Hanuman penetrated by dint of his prowess. deep 
into the oity of Lanka, which was aifficult to penetrate 
into even for gods. mis nemesis has come upon you since 
you aid not heed my advice. You were being (repeatedly) 
admonished by me to the effect that no hostility should be 
entered into with Shri Ram (a soion of Raghu) «(Gila rot Pantin) 

5 


Valmiki Ramayana depicts Sita ji as yinseprable Supreme 
energy of Shakti of Shri Rame Nevertheless, there are many 
episodes whereCin Sita ji like her nusband Shri Ram behaves 
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as any ordinary human being would do under those circumstances, 
After killing of Ravan, when Sita ji comes to Shri Ram, the 
later, in presence of millions of monkeys and gods including - 
Lord Brahma. expresses doubts about the purity of her physical 
body because of her living in custody of Ravan a behavour 

not in keeping with the dignity of a great man OF a divine 
persone Sita ji replies back - "0 brave, why do you say such 
unregsonabl and harsh words like an ordinary person says 

to her very ordinary wifeo” 


She immediately ordered Lakshman jälyounger brother of 
Shri Ram to prepare a burning pier for her X and she jumped 
into it. After a few moments + in pécviow- of the same 
vast audience the fire god appeared in person and testified 
the purity of Sita ji. There^upon Shri Ram acdepted Sita ji 
who remained unaffected by the fire, saying - "Had he not 
invited the fire test of her wife, people would have called 


him a passionate and foolish person." 
Shri Ram further says- Sita ji is purest of: pure among 
ceu AS 
all the three lokas (worlds) s I cannot leave Sita ji 
` 


asa great person cannot leave his fame." 


Sita ji could face this unparalled test and come out 


with flying colours only because of her divine personalitye 


It was reconfirmed in the last moments of her life. Im this -~e 
episode, Sita ji is again called upon to prove her fideltye 
She prays to Mother Earth "o | mother, if I have remained 
faithful to my husband all along my life and not thought 

of any other man even in dreams, kindly take me unto you." 
After she repeated it three times, the earth broke into two 
pieces then and therea. Godess Earth appeared in person sitting 
at glittering gold throne. ‚She took Sita ji in her motherly 
on helpless by including Shri Ram) The birth and the end, 

the m appearance and the disappearance of X A: 

Shakti e epee e sand ds DE ak ordinary human being. 


` pasrath. speaks ` 


After the God of fire Agnidev testified Sitaji's purity 
in person, all the gods showered flowers: on both Sita and Ram. 
Dashkath. ji, the deceased father of Shri Ram. also appeared 
at the site and embraced Shri Ram with all the sentiments 
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and fatherly affection. He spoke to Shri Ram - "I came to 
know your real identity only today through the great gods 
present here. Supreme God himself incarnated in your form 
to kill Ravana." 


sur cranii fafai quat erm | 


Thereafter Dashrath told Sita ji - never be angry 
with Ram over this event of sacrifice (fire test). He is 
your well xiximE wisher and he has created this situation 
with a view to makê the world know about: your puritye This 
incident will leave other woman's fame fax far behind," 
Dashrath ji, then left to Indralok by the same plane -'Viman'» 


Hanuman ji and Pushpak Viman 

Shri Hanuman ji, incarnation of Lord shiva. proved himself 
the greatest DASA (attendant) by his sinceremos+ and 
Scand unparralleled service to Shri Ram who considered 
himself a debter to Hanuman jie The aivinity in Hanuman Jz 
is well proved by the very fact that he was blessed by Sita ji 


a rare boon to be alive for ever -'Amarto 


what to speak of such great personalities, even the 
non-human objects connected with Shri Ram were divine in 
nature, The supernatural weapons given by such great Rishis 
‚like Vishwamitra and Agastya to Shri Ram, were invisible 
to others and remained in the heart of the Masters They 
used to come out on calling for the sure shot to be returned 
pack to the master again after hitting the target. 


The legendry Pushpak Viman + though i%-was a flying 
plane but-i* used to attend his supreme master x Shri Ram 
(originally belonged to Kuber, forcibly taken away by Ravan) 
in the human forme 


After Shri Ram's coronation, Kuber decided to send 
Pushpak again to Ayodhya to be in his permanent service. 
He appeared before x Shri Ram in a very bright human forme 
Shri Ram paid his respect by offering him flowerse rice= 
puffs and|sweetse God Pushpak gave Kuber's message to shri 
Ram and requested to take him into his own service. Ram 2 
thanked him and Kuber for the great gesture and assured 
pushpak that he would call him in hour of needs 


when Pushpak disappeared from the site, Bharat ji. a 
younger brother of Shri Ram and a witness to this scene said t= 


"ol bravest of braves, you are God personified. It is 
why,under your reign even the non-human being speak like 


human beings." 


de cu Dm 0 - ج س‎ 
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In Tulsi Ramayana, the story of Ram has been narrated in the 
N 
Form question and answers between Parvati and Shiva, the former 


Gee E 


asking and later replyinge After many questions, Parvati asked 


3 : 
ete seg TTT ce aT uer VU 
بير‎ fef calf fofa uet fT I 


"Therefore, relate O gracious Lord, the miracle done by Ram - 
to proceed to his divine akk abode along with all his subjects." 


By way Of this question Goswami Tulsidas tried to point 
out a wellknown and important episode of story of Ram which has 
not been dealt in detail in his Ramayanae This episode is first 
of xxk its kind in «hole human history where the whole subjects 
of the greatest king on earth which include even insects, trees, 
plants, etce along with the prave monkeys and bears capable of 
changing into human forms at will followed their mentor to an end 
by entering into deep waters of Sarayus It was not a suicide 
pact as some people ignorant of the divine aspect of the_life 
ofshri Ram, were misinterpretinge It was and example of blessed ^ 


naw on A 
devotees who ence came in contact with Supreme God even when he— 


A hdi S مهلم‎ lu 
game. in human form cónla nod bear the unbezrabio separation. * 
sn impossible-in the divine une The relationship between king 
i en = E 
Ram and his subjects was that of & relation God with his 


مور 


awakened souls, Parmatma with Amas 


as Ram entered into Sarayu he transformed into his original 

form of Lord vishnu and he asked Lord Brahma who was present 

there at the most rare and auspicious occasion , to grant the 

whole assembly of men, animals and other objects the same um 

divine world as of his owne There2upon Lord Brahma granted every 

one of them the santanika Lok close to his own abode accompnied 

with all the merits of Brahma» Sita ji had already entered into 

xax the abode of Mother Earth and Lakshman ji went back his own 

in a different waYe Subsequently, Shri Ram came to know about 

nis own impending end after eleven thousand years of his life. 

He thought to transfer the reigns in the hands of his most beloved 

brother Bharat. But he told Shri Ram in clear words that. he _ 

could not think of his wa Own entity without him and he was bound 

to fbllow hime Shatrughna also decided the same waye Shri Ram 

had to fullfál the wishes of his remaining two prothers by taking 

them with him to face their unpreceedented divine end. Hanuman e 

Vibhishan, Jambvant, Mainda, and Dwivida were adviged to remain on 
ux eartn. Hanuman, said; 45 long as your divine saga will remaing 

on earth carrying out your orders, 


1 


t 


3 
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capable of inspiring the whole humanity fc 
years to comes ^ - = 


